10 Days of Prayer 
Friday, September 18th (Sundown) to Monday, September 28th (Sundown)
(Days of prayer are from sundown to sundown.)

The people of God are being called to come together for a National Day of Prayer and Repentance on Saturday, September 26th. Included in this movement is 10 Days of Prayer and Fasting. The following is a guide for all who are led to humble themselves, pray, and fast.

For if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land ~ 2 Chronicles 7:14
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INTRODUCTION
Use the following Prayer Guide as a resource with prayer prompts and scripture verses as ways to pray for God’s power and a movement of the Holy Spirit to call your community back to God through repentance. To return to Him in humility, so that He might return to us. There is no more powerful medium for prayer than the Word of God. This Prayer Guide challenges you to pray through Scripture and faithfully expect the promises of God to be fulfilled. Praying Scripture aligns your heart with God’s heart because you are filling your mind and mouth with His Word.
CALLED TO PRAYER AND REPENTANCE


TURN REBELLION TO REDEMPTION… A “NINEVEH MOMENT!”
One of the most impactful stories in scripture regarding a city going from near destruction to redemption is found in the book of Jonah. “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” (Jonah 1:2) The great Assyrian city of Nineveh was full of wickedness, yet God chose a man, Jonah, to warn them of coming judgment and destruction. But Jonah resented what the Lord was asking him to do, and as the scripture accounts, after three days in the belly of a whale, he cried out to God and repented himself for rebelling against the calling of God and attempted to flee from Him. The Lord spared Jonah’s life, so the second time the Lord spoke, he obeyed and entered Nineveh…
 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” So, Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three day’s journey in breadth. Jonah began to go into the city, going on a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” (Jonah 3:2-4) Then, an amazing miracle then took place first from the people. “The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.” (Jonah 3:5) When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence.” (Jonah 3:6-8) Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from His fierce anger so that we will not perish. (Jonah 3:9) The miracle began when the obedience from a reluctant prophet delivered the word of the Lord, the king and the people responded in humility, turned back to the Lord in fasting, prayer, and repentance. When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, He relented and did not bring on them the destruction He had threatened. (Jonah 3:10). Hallelujah! Thank God for His mercy, which remains today! This is a pattern in scripture that continues. Abominations occur in a land and a people. God chooses a man to deliver a warning prior to His righteous judgement. The word is accepted or rejected, depending on the choice exercised in free will, which brings about blessings or destruction. We are in a critical time in America. We have been warned by many voices sharing the Word of the Lord. God in His mercy has afforded us a time of reprieve to turn and repent for our land to be spared from destruction. 





HOW TO USE THIS PRAYER PLAN 
Every day we start with a Prayer of Adoration. Why do we pray this way? 
It’s been said that “A picture is worth a thousand words.” When we are able to “taste and see” God (PSALM 34:8), our hearts are alive because we can both receive love from Him and give love to Him. 
IN ADORATION WE: 
• Praise His character. 
• Acknowledge His attributes. 
• Describe His beauty. 
• Worship Him as Savior. 

In the Father’s redemptive plan, it is His intention for Jesus, “the image of the invisible God” (COLOSSIANS 1:15), to be seen, known, and worshipped by every tribe and tongue throughout the nations of the earth. Praying the Bible and worshiping Jesus for who He is, joins the prayer and worship in Heaven (REVELATION 4) that continually adores Jesus in this way. 
What makes Adoration prayer unique?
• Adoration is “He” centered vs. “We” centered. 
• Our focus is on who He is not how we are doing. 
• Our focus is on His worth not our circumstances. 

Adoration builds faith in who He is so we can have confidence when we make our requests and open hearts when He speaks. As we pray, our hearts become positioned to “boldly come before the throne of Grace” (HEBREWS 4:16) in intercession.
ADORATION is agreement with who God is. 
REPENTANCE is our acknowledgment that we are not where He is, but want to turn from our ways to align with Him. 
INTERCESSION is bringing the needs of others before God through Christ. Intercession unites our hearts to people and places for which we pray. 
Why do we anchor our prayer and intercession in the Bible? 
• The Bible is God’s language, the language of His heart, the language of Heaven. 
• The Bible is positive in nature and encouraging to our spirit and renewing to our minds. • The Bible is faith-filled and has no doubt or unbelief. 
• The Bible creates unity in God’s people as we pray and worship from it. 

The following passages and meditations have been selected because of their connection to repentance, prayer, and turning to God for revival and restoration. These verses from the Holy Scriptures provide an opportunity for spiritually corporate prayer so that God would move in the hearts of His people and our Nation may be healed. 
MODEL PRAYER
Use this prayer as a model for other prayers or even to open or close your own time of prayer. Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. (Matthew 6:9-13) for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Day 1. September 18th Gathering for Prayer and Repentance 		7:00-8:00 p.m.
FOR HOME
Meditation: The Greek word for opportunity as it appears in the Scriptures is KAIROS. Scholars tell us it means “favorable opportunity.” It implies “the right moment; that which lasts only for a while.” Kairos means a God-given opportunity is being offered to mankind at a specific moment in time. However, the word also implies there is a risk of loss. In other words, as time moves on, the opportunity can be missed. Our call as the people of God is to recognize this opportunity and respond in obedience to the One who is offering it, trusting in His ability to work through us to fulfill His purposes. We are living in a Kairos moment today. We believe that working together in unison under the leadership of Jesus Christ, we will be honoring the appeal of the apostle Paul when he said: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity amongst yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (ROMANS 15:5-6) 1 Corinthians 14:8 says, “If the trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle?” Paul warned us—now is our personal Kairos. Like the men who “understood the times” (see 1 Chronicles 12:32), we are called to understand our times and seize the moment. In Latin, the word opportunity means “toward the port”. In the ancient world, seamen used it to describe the time when the tide and winds were favorable to make it safely to port. When that moment came, they would set their sails to take full advantage of it. In the same way, when God is at work, as He is now, we must “wake up” to that opportunity, set our sails to His favor, and ride in His boat, using the wind and tide. The time has come for each of us; we have been called to seize the moment! We are at the threshold of the greatest move of God in our time. Though the “time of God’s favor” has been generously extended to all people at all times through the cross, Church historians have noted that there have been specific seasons of God’s increased favor through history. Scholars use terms as outpouring, awakening, movement, and revival to describe those unique periods when God bestows His grace and power in unusual measure upon a people to extend his Kingdom on earth. We must seize the moment. Carpe Diem! Seize the Day! Seize this God given opportunity. The scripture says God will “do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine according to His power that is at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20) However, for that to happen, we must be a people of action who are ready to respond by faith to what God has initiated. As Paul said, we must “be very careful, then. How we live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-16) NOW is the time!



Pray the Scriptures
2 Chronicles 7:14 For if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

Joel 1:13-14
Put on sackcloth, you priests;
And mourn, wail, you who minister before the altar!
Come, spend the night in sackcloth
You who minister before my God;
For the grain offerings and the drink offerings
Are withheld from the house of your God. 
Declare a holy fast,
Call a solemn assembly;
Summon the elders
And all who live in the land
To the house of the Lord your God,
And cry out to the Lord.

Joel 2:12-17
“Yet even now,” declares the Lord,			Gather the people, consecrate the assembly;
“Return to Me with all your heart,			bring together the elders, gather the children,
And with fasting, weeping and mourning;		those nursing at the breast. Let the 
And rend your heart and not your garments.”		Bridegroom leave his room and the bride
Now return to the Lord your God,			from her chamber. Let the priests, who
For He is gracious and compassionate,		minister before the Lord, weep between the
Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness		portico and the altar. Let them say, “Spare 
And relents from sending calamity.			Your people, Lord. Do not make Your 
Who knows? He may turn and relent			inheritance, a byword among the nations.
And leave behind a blessing-				Why should they say among the peoples,
grain offerings and a drink offerings			“Where is their God?”
For the Lord your God.
Blow a trumpet in Zion,
Declare a holy fast, call a solemn assembly.




Day 2. September 19th PRAY FOR HUMILITY 
God despises a prideful and haughty spirit. To return to God, we must exhibit humility and our utter dependence on Christ. As you spend time in prayer, pray for God to expose any trace of pride in your heart. Allow His Spirit to deliver you and bestow a contrite heart in its place. 
If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land, who do His just commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps you may be hidden on the day of the anger of the Lord. (Zephaniah 2:3) 
“But He gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.’” (James 4:6) 
The highway of the upright turns aside from evil; whoever guards his way preserves his life. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the poor than to divide the spoil with the proud. (Psalm 16:17-19) 
And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that He might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. (Deuteronomy 8:1-3) 
You save a humble people, but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. 
                                                                                                       (2 Samuel 22:28) 
And when he was in distress, he entreated the favor of the Lord his God and humbled himself greatly before the God of his fathers. (2 Chronicles 33:12) 
And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled, and the lofty pride of men shall be brought low, and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. (Isaiah 2:17) 

Day 3. September 20th PRAY FOR A TURNING AWAY FROM EVIL 
For God to heal our nation, we must turn from our evil ways. When we humble ourselves, pray, and repent of our personal, national, and corporate sins, we will experience revival, which will usher in the favor of God to cleanse his church. We invite Him to return to us as we return to Him. Pray through these Scriptures and repent of any evil the Holy Spirit exposes. 
Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalm 139:23-24) 
There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the community. (Proverbs 6:16-19) 
He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. The earth will shake at the force of His word, and one breath from his mouth will destroy the wicked. (Isaiah 11:4) 
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. (1 John 2:15-17) 
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  (Colossians 3:5) 
So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. (Revelation 3:16)
Day 4. September 21st PRAY FOR REPENTANCE 
Repentance is a renewing of the mind that produces a 180-degree turn in our hearts and minds. It is not a one-time occurrence, but a way of life. An unbeliever doesn’t have a repentant heart towards sin, but a follower of Christ believes God’s Word and walks in a reverent fear of the Lord. What God requires for true repentance is an admission of sins we’ve committed, the will of God we’ve violated, and to walk in the fruits repentance brings, which are JOY and FREEDOM! Pray during this time for a zeal to have a repentant heart for the wrongs we have committed, both individually and as a nation. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.                                  (Psalm 51:10-13) 
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17) 
For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come— sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person. (Mark 7:21-23) 
Or do you show contempt for the riches of His kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. (Romans 2:4-5) 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (2 Peter 3:9-10) 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) 
“You showed favor to Your land, O Lord. You restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of Your people and covered all their sins. You set aside all Your wrath and turned from Your fierce anger. Restore us again, O Lord our Savior, and put away Your displeasure toward us. Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger through all generations? Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?” (Psalm 85:1-6) 
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord. (Acts 3:19) 
This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.” (Isaiah 30:15) 
From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. (Malachi 3:7)
 “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation. “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent. (Revelation 3:14-16) 
And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God has driven you, and return to the Lord your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and He will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you. (Deuteronomy 30:1-3) 
The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against Him. (Daniel 9:9)





Day 5. September 22nd PRAY FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HOPE 
Many people do not seek the face of God because they feel an utter sense of hopelessness in their lives. Use these verses to guide a time of prayer for those whose eyes are blinded by a spirit of despair to find their hope in the only source for true, lasting hope—Jesus Christ. 
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in Him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13) 
And He said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and He who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:14-17) 
Your sun will never set; your moon will not go down. For the Lord will be your everlasting light. Your days of mourning will come to an end. (Isaiah 60:20) 
I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. (John 14:27) 
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. (Jeremiah 29:11) 
Then Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest’. (Matthew 11:28) 
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away. (Revelation 21:4) 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18) 

Day 6. September 23rd PRAY FOR THE SALVATION OF MANY 
Use the following verses as you pray for salvation to spring up in the hearts of lost people all across the world. Helping people connect to Christ may be part of the overflow that comes from a repentant people turning to God and allowing Him to pour out His blessing again. 
When you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and when you believed in Him, you were also sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13) 
For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
May God be gracious to us and bless us; look on us with favor, so that your way may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations. (Psalm 67:1) 
Indeed, we have all received grace after grace from His fullness, for the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:16-17)
If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. One believes with the heart, resulting in righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, resulting in salvation. (Romans 10:9-10) 
But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name. (John 1:12) 
No one comes to the Father except through Me. (John 14:6) 
The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20-21) 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   (Romans 5:8) 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. (Ephesians 2:1-5) 
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of His own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time. (2 Timothy 1:9) 
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. (2 Corinthians 9:8) 
For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)
 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 
Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them. (Hebrews 7:25) 
The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. (Revelation 22:17) 
Day 7. September 24th PRAY FOR TRANSFORMATION 
The truest measure of repentance is a changed life—turning away from serving yourself and turning to God and living in the fruits of the Spirit. Our goal is not repentance for the sake of repentance but to see lives transformed by the grace of God and for His people to follow Him with all their hearts, souls, strength and might. Pray for the transformation of cold, stony hearts. 
But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 
May God Himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 5:23) 
Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2)
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26) 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But now He has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in His sight, without blemish and free from accusation. (Colossians 1:21-22) 
Day 8. September 25th PRAY FOR GOD’S PEOPLE TO TAKE ACTION 
For too long the people of God have slumbered and allowed evil to grow unabated. We have forgotten the Rock upon which our faith was founded. And we have removed Him from our public squares, our culture, and our lives. We need the holy remnant to arise and take back all that has been lost. To fall to our knees, confess our sins, and take action against the evil that has seeped into every corner of our world. Pray for God’s people to stand for justice and righteousness.
Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help the oppressed. Defend the cause of the orphans. Fight for the rights of widows. (Isaiah 1:17)
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’          (Isaiah 52:7) 
He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; He causes me to stand on the heights. (Psalm 18:33) For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (Ephesians 2:10) 
You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:14-16)
Day 9. September 26th Day of Prayer and Repentance                                                                         The Center of Hope					 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
2 Chronicles 7:14 For if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

Continue at home:
A CALL TO PRAYER: Since 1986 the Church of God has placed a renewed emphasis on prayer. Thousands of persons across the church, including several hundred retired ministers, have made a commitment to prayer on a regular basis on behalf of the harvest. At the 1994 General Assembly a new worldwide prayer chain entitled, "Meet the Son at Sunrise" was introduced which will ensure that prayer will be ascending from Church of God people in all time zones 24 hours a day. This specific focus on prayer is making a positive difference in our church. However, the prayer called for in 2 Chronicles 7:14 is even more intense and pleading. It involves not just tears, but wailing, mourning, trembling and crying out to the Lord. It is the desperate plea of God's people for forgiveness and for the hand of judgment to be stayed. It is very serious business. 
A CALL TO SEEK GOD: A clear indication of the apostasy of the contemporary church and of its need to repent is the emphasis on money and material possessions. Popular preachers and teachers tell us that God is obligated to prosper us not just spiritually, but financially as well. The inference is that to be a successful Christian and to be happy, we must not only keep up with the Jones, but we must leave them in the dust. The glitzy sets for Christian television programs, the elaborate clothes and the affluent lifestyle of many Christian leaders model this philosophy. The admonition to "set your affection on things above" and to "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" seems to have gotten lost in the shuffle. In our effort to seek wealth, power, gifts, and blessing, we may well have overlooked the most basic spiritual need to seek the face of God. It is interesting that the Lord admonishes us to seek His face. That means we should know Him intimately, look into His eyes, and listen for His voice. Jesus declared that the greatest of all commandments is to "love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind" (Matthew 22:37). To seek God in this way is one of the prime purposes of the solemn assembly. 
A CALL TO REPENTANCE: Finally, the people of God are called upon to "turn from their wicked ways." Confession and repentance are key factors in the solemn assembly. Many Christians are offended when it is suggested that they may need to repent. However, one has only to look at the spiritual condition of the nation and also the church to agree that there is need for corporate as well as personal repentance. 
We would do well to consider the following list (compiled by other Evangelicals) of ways the church is incurring the displeasure of God: 
1. His people have disregarded His Lordship for their own selfish desires and self-serving practices (Matthew 7:21-27; Luke 6:46). 
2. His people have not honored His holiness and are not becoming holy as He is Holy (1 Peter 16-17). 
3. His standards and commandments in His Word are not being used to determine right and wrong (Isaiah 5:20).
 4. His people are disoriented to Him and apathetic to His voice and activities (Luke 19:41-46). 
5. His Bride has prostituted herself with worldly values, priorities and methods and is not preparing herself for the wedding feast at Christ's second coming (Ephesians 5:25-26). 
6. His warnings have been ignored again and again (Romans 10:21; Ezekiel. 12:21-28). 
7. His house is not known as a "house of prayer for all nations," and He is displeased with much of the religious activity and worship of His people (Matthew 21:13).
8. Many leaders remain in personal sin and disobedience and have not led His people to corporate repentance (Jeremiah 23).

In the Church of God it is vital that we "own" our sins as the Spirit has admonished us. We must be bold enough, yet humble enough, to name those sins, sins such as legalism, racial prejudice and bigotry, hardness of heart, materialism, competitiveness, moral laxity and denominational elitism and exclusivity. May the Lord help us to have the spiritual grace and strength not only to acknowledge our spiritual needs, but in contriteness of spirit to ask for His mercy and forgiveness. (P. Douglas Small, A Solemn Assembly)

Day 10. September 27th Solemn Assemblies 
When God's people respond to His call to "humble themselves and pray, and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways," then He has promised that He would in turn, "hear from heaven and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." It is our belief that as the Church of God obeys the voice of God in the calling of a solemn assembly that God will keep His promise to send revival, true revival, life-transforming, denominational changing revival. The action to call our people to solemn assembly could be the most important and far-reaching decision ever made by Church of God leaders.
1 Samuel 7:2-6 - Samuel required all of Israel to gather at Mizpah in a Solemn Assembly where he prayed for them and they fasted and confessed their sins.
2 Chronicles 34-35-The Revival under Josiah  
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19).

September 28th Breaking the Fast- Gathering for Praise and Thanksgiving 
                                           The Center of Hope				7:00-8:00 p.m.
Joel 2:18 Then the Lord was jealous for His land and took pity on His people.

Guidelines for Fasting for 10 Days
     Biblical fasting is abstaining from food for the spiritual purposes of repentance, strength against an attack from the enemy, to awaken a spiritual hunger for God and to demonstrate our love and desire for God above all things.
     There are many ways to fast: the Daniel fast of water and vegetables, a water and juice fast and many others. We recommend a fast of a morning beverage (coffee, tea, etc.), water, and a light evening meal. We will also be fasting from social media and entertainment.
     If you have any health issues you should see your doctor and fast in a safe way for you.
     Fasting is an outward means of demonstrating that humility before God which acknowledges that the discovery of all those sins that have provoked His judgment and putting away of them in an orderly corporate manner is of vastly greater consequence than the feeding of the body. There are times when the bodies of believers must be brought into subjection so that the overwhelming necessities of the spiritual may receive their due attention. 
     One of the greatest blessings God has given to mankind is the gift of time. What sacrifice could be more significant than the sacrifice of time (social media, entertainment) in order to participate fully in God's commanded method of reversing a righteous judgment against a church or nation? 















After the Corporate Prayer and Repentance of the Church:
FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 
Reference: Luke 11:39-52 Read the question and the Scripture with an open heart, asking God if you need revival. Obey the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
1. Am I more concerned about what others think of me than what God thinks? 
And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness. Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also? (Luke 11:39-40). 
2. Do I keep the letter of the law and not the Spirit? 
But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone (Luke 11:42). 
3. Has personal recognition become a priority for me? 
Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets (Luke 11:43). 
4. Do I concentrate on disguising my spiritual deadness? 
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them (Luke 11:44). 
5. Do I talk a stronger faith than I am willing to live? And He said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers (Luke 11:46). 
6. Do I continue to foster the bitter antagonisms of days gone by? 
Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres. Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute: That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation; From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation. (Luke 11:47-51) 
7. Am I more concerned about what I think that what God says? 
Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered (Luke 11:52).
