
The Miracles of Jesus

Intro to Miracles and Wedding at Cana



Intro to Miracles

What is a miracle?

A miracle is "an event...that apparently contradicts 

known scientific laws and is hence thought to be due to 

supernatural causes, especially to an act of God" (Webster's 

New Twentieth Century Dictionary, Unabridged). 

"A wonderful happening that is above, against, or 

independent of the known laws of 

nature" (Thorndike.Barnhart Junior Dic-tionary). 



Intro to Miracles

Words in the New Testament used to describe these acts of God 

are:  

signs (Gr. semeion)–evidence or proof of Divine authority, power, and 

mission, referring to the purpose of the act; 

wonders (Gr. teras)–something unusual, causing wonder and amazement; 

miracles (powers, mighty works) (Gr. dunamis)–power, indicating works of 

super - natural origin 

In Acts 2:22, II Cor. 12:12, and II Thess 2:9, all three words are used 

in the same passage although each time in different order. 



Miracles in the New Testament had a purpose. Miracles 

were performed to: 

confirm the word

Mark 16:20 - 20 Then the disciples went out and preached 

everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his 

word by the signs that accompanied it.

Hebrews 2:2-4 - “2 For since the message spoken through 

angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience 

received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore 

so great a salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by 

the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God 

also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by 

gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”



produce faith in Jesus Christ 

John 20:30-31 - “30 Jesus performed many other 

signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you 

may believe[a] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name.

show that God is with Jesus  

John 3:2 - “2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher who has come from 

God. For no one could perform the signs you are 

doing if God were not with him.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A30-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26899a


demonstrate that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, as prophesied 

Matthew 8:16-17 - “16 When evening 

came, many who were demon-possessed 

were brought to him, and he drove out 

the spirits with a word and healed all the 

sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was 

spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “He 

took up our infirmities and bore our 

diseases” (Isa 53:4)”



Miracles had instant and complete results, such as the lame man at the pool of 

Bethesda: 

"And immediately (straightway) the man was made whole..." (John 

5:2-9). Miracles had undeniable results, for even the enemies of Jesus and 

his apostles admitted they performed miracles and signs (John 11:47; 

Acts 4:14-16). 

Miracles were performed under various conditions: when one had faith such 

as the woman with the issue of blood (Matt. 9:20-22); 

when another had faith such as the healing of the centurion's servant 

(Matt. 8:5-13); when there was no apparent faith such as the raising of the 

widow's son in the village of Nain (Luke 7:11-17). 

The New Testament relates about thirty-five miracles performed by 

Jesus.

The miracles can be classified as miracles of nature, miracles of healing, and 

miracles of resurrection. 



Introduction/Back Story 

The beginning of Jesus' miracles occurred 

apparently three days after Philip and 

Nathanael became his disciples (John 

1:43-51; 2:1). 

Jesus and his disciples (those five He had 

called in John 1:35-51) were invited guests to 

a wedding in Cana of Galilee. Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, was also present.



There were two stages to a Jewish marriage.  

First there was the betrothal which was a promise of marriage 

and a binding agreement. Although the betrothed couple did 

not live together, they were considered legally married. 

Breaking the agreement required a bill of divorcement. 

Unfaithfulness was considered adultery (Deut. 22:23- 24). 

The second stage was a ceremony that involved "bringing 

home the bride." The bridegroom's friends escorted the bride 

and her attendants from the bride's home to the home of the 

groom. Generally the procession occurred at night with the 

participants carrying torches. As the procession wound along 

the streets of the city or village, the onlookers would shout 

with joy. 



Water into Wine at Cana

John 2:1-11 - “On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 

Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had 

also been invited to the wedding.3When the wine was gone, Jesus’ 

mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 4“Woman,[a]why do 

you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.” 5His 

mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Nearby 

stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial 

washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to 

the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the 

brim. 8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 

master of the banquet.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+2%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26100a


They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet 

tasted the water that had been turned into wine. 

He did not realize where it had come from, 

though the servants who had drawn the water 

knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and 

said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first 

and then the cheaper wine after the guests have 

had too much to drink; but you have saved the 

best till now.” 11 What Jesus did here in Cana of 

Galilee was the first of the signs through which 

he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in 

him.



In what village did a wedding occur?  

Cana in Galilee

Who attended the wedding? 

Jesus, Mary, and disciples (Also whole town) 

What did Jesus' mother say to him? 

“They have no more wine” (John 2:3) 

What was Jesus' reply?

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. 

“My hour has not yet come.”



What did Jesus' mother tell the servants? 

“Do whatever He tells you.” 

How many waterpots were there? 

Six stone jars. A firkin (KJV) is variously described as 

eight to twelve gallons. The waterpots, therefore, 

would hold approximately twenty to thirty gallons 

each. The water was for the purpose of "purification," 

that is, for washing the hands and utensils (Mark 7:3-4)  

What were Jesus' instructions to the servants?

“Fill the jars with water” , “Draw some out and take it 

to the master of the banquet”



What did the ruler taste? 

He tasted wine not knowing that it was water first. 

What comment did the ruler make to the bridegroom? 

“you saved the best till now” 

What miracle or sign of Jesus was this? What did the 

miracle show? What effect did it have on his disciples? 

Jesus’ creation of wine may be significant, prophetically. 

Jeremiah had foretold that in the Messianic age. 

(Jer 31:12) - “They will come and shout for joy on the 

heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of the 

Lord—the grain, the new wine and the oil…” 
 



Water into Wine at Cana

Why is this story only told in the Gospel of John?

NEXT WEEK

“The Draught of the Fishes” or “Miraculous 

Catch of Fish” Luke 5:1-11


