
The Miracles of Jesus

The Draught of the Fishes



The Draught of Fishes

Background

In this story Jesus calls four disciples to him. Earlier at 

least three of the four (Peter, Andrew, and probably John) 

had followed Jesus and "abode with him that day" (John 

1:35-42). 

Now the four are called and this time they left all and 

followed Jesus (Luke 5:11). 



The scene takes place at the Sea of Galilee, sometimes 

called in the New Testament the Lake of Gennesaret 

(Luke 5:1) and the Sea of Tiberias (John 6:1). 

The sea is in a valley, 685 feet below sea level, 

surrounded by mountains, and is about thirteen miles 

long and over seven miles across at its widest point. 

The depth of the sea ranges from 80 feet to 160 feet. 

The water is clear and sweet and such a beautiful, 

deep blue that during the season when the hills are 

green, the sea has been described as a sapphire in an 

emerald setting. 



Fishing in the New Testament 

The Sea of Galilee has an abundance of fish of many varieties, and commercial 

fishing was an important industry in the time of Christ. Various methods of 

fishing were used. 

A cast net was a circular net of fine mesh with the open edge of the net 

weighted with bits of lead. The fisherman, holding the net in the center, would 

cast it from the shore into shallow water so that it would fall flat on the surface 

and enclose a school of fish. He would then draw the net towards him. 

Another method used a drag net. This was a net several hundred yards long with 

lead weights on the bottom edge and floats or corks on the top edge. Sometimes 

the fisherman fastened one end of the net on shore, then pulled the other end 

with the boat around in a semicircle back to the shore. 

Other times the net was drawn between two boats to catch the fish which were 

then gathered into the boat. When the fishermen returned to the shore, they 

sorted the fish by size and variety, keeping the good and throwing back the bad. 



Nets were homemade by the fishermen. Many hours were spent making new 

nets, repairing old ones, washing, spreading and drying them.

In this story Peter and his companions had been fishing all night with no 

success. When Jesus came near, they were out of their boats mending their nets. 

Gospel of Matthew and Mark reference probably the same time but do not 

include the miracle.

Matthew 45:18-20 - As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 

brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net 

into the lake, for they were fishermen.19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said,“and I 

will send you out to fish for people.”20 At once they left their nets and followed 

him

Mark 1:16-18 - 16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 

brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, 

follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once 

they left their nets and followed him.



The Miracle 

Luke 5:1-8 - One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, 

the people were crowding around him and listening to the word of 

God. 2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the 

fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the 

boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 

from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 

deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, 

“Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But 

because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done 

so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to 

break. 7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began 

to sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, 

“Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”



Luke 5:9-11 - 9 For he and all his companions 

were astonished at the catch of fish they had 

taken, 10 and so were James and John, the sons 

of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. Then Jesus said 

to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you 

will fish for people.” 11 So they pulled their boats 

up on shore, left everything and followed him.

What were the fishermen doing while the 

people crowded about Jesus? 

Washing their nets near shore



Jesus saw two boats on the shore and 

entered one belonging to whom? 

What did He do while He was in the boat? 

What did Jesus tell Simon to do? What 

was Simon's reply? 

What miracle occurred? What did the 

fishermen do when the miracle occurred? 

What did Peter do? What did he say to 

Jesus?



Peter is the central figure in this story. Jesus ironically had to give 

him a lesson on fishing.

This story is a part of the relationship that Jesus has been 

developing with the disciples. There are five callings or challenges to 

the disciples:

John 1:35-42 - the initial calling of some of the disciples.

Mark 1: and Matt 4: - the invitation to committed discipleship

Luke 5:1-11 - our passage today

Mark 3, Matt: 10 - The commission to ministry. He sends them out 

to the lost sheep of Israel

Matt 28: - Great commission

This is part of the backdrop is the authority of Jesus
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Because of the privacy of the miracle (they had 

moved from the shore to deep water), we need to 

understand that this miracle has nothing to do with 

the multitudes. This is a discipleship miracle and the 

discipleship miracles deal with the development of 

the ministry skills or character of the disciples

Ps 8:6-8 says that God has authority over the sea 

creatures.

The results of evangelism are ordained by Christ. 

Only by following Christ and having faith in his 

direction could the disciples become catchers of men
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Deeper Application 

Does business failure disqualify you for ministry?  

Who do we usually put on our admin council? 

Successful business men or women?  

The disciples had fished all night and caught nothing. That 

was a business failure. Christ used it to teach them a lesson. 

So, don’t be discouraged by failure. Learn from it. And don’t 

disqualify others because of business failure (unless of 

course it was because of dishonesty or something.)

Don’t let human misunderstanding prevent obedience. 

Peter “knew” that it would be useless to throw the net over 

at that time.



Allow God to determine the course as well as the result of my 

life. I think our job is to obey God and do our best, but we 

need to leave the results up to Him. If we try to take 

responsibility for the results, it will result in pride if there are 

good results or guilt if there are bad results.

Beware that the pride of my ability may cloud my dependence 

on Christ. Peter was a professional fisherman. His initial 

reaction was that he knew more about fishing than Jesus.

Had Peter failed to obey Christ’s command, he would have 

been unable to experience both the miracle and the blessing. 

When we serve, obey and sacrifice, God will reward our efforts 

with abundant blessings, sometimes even more than what we 

can imagine. Our nets and our hearts will be overflowing.



NEXT WEEK 

“Stilling the Storm” Matt. 8:23-27;          

Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 

“Walking on Water” Matt. 14:22-33; Mark 

6:45-52; John 6:15-21 


