
The Miracles of Jesus

Feeding of Five-Thousand and Four-Thousand



Feeding the Five-Thousand

This miracle of Jesus, feeding the 5000, is the only miracle re- 

corded by all four gospel writers.

According to Mark and Luke, the disciples had just returned from 

the mission upon which Jesus had sent them. 

They related to Jesus all things, both what they had done and 

what they had taught (Mark 6:12-13, 30; Luke 9:6, 10)

Mark 6:12-13 - “12 They went out and preached that people should 

repent. 13 They drove out many demons and anointed many sick 

people with oil and healed them.”



Mark continues by stating that Jesus bid the disciples to go to a 

desert place where they might rest and eat apart from the crowds 

(Mark 6:31). 

Then according to Matthew, Mark, and John, they departed by ship 

to a desert place which Luke states was near Bethsaida (Matt. 14:13; 

Mark 6:32; Luke 9:10; John 6:1). 

However, the people saw them leaving and followed by land, running 

by foot out of the cities along the shore and arriving ahead of the 

boat carrying Jesus and his disciples (Mark 6:33). 

John states that the multitude followed because of the miracles Jesus 

performed on those that were diseased (John 6:2). 

Jesus then taught many things to the people about the kingdom of 

God, and healed those in need (Matt. 14:14; Mark 6:34; Luke 9:11). 



Mark 6:30-44 - “30 The apostles gathered around Jesus 

and reported to him all they had done and taught. 

31 Then, because so many people were coming and going 

that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to 

them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place 

and get some rest.” 32 So they went away by themselves 

in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them 

leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the 

towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus 

landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 

them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 

So he began teaching them many things.



35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples 

came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, 

“and it’s already very late. 36 Send the people away so 

that they can go to the surrounding countryside and 

villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But 

he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 

They said to him, “That would take more than half a 

year’s wages[a]! Are we to go and spend that much on 

bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 “How many 

loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When 

they found out, they said, “Five - and two fish.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A30-44&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24445a


39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people 

sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat 

down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking 

the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to 

heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then 

he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the 

people. He also divided the two fish among them 

all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 43 and the 

disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken 

pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men 

who had eaten was five thousand.



Where did Jesus take his disciples? 

What did the people do? 

Why did the multitudes follow? 

Jesus compared the people who followed 

him to what? 

When evening came, the disciples wanted 

Jesus to do what?



John 6:5-9 - “5 When Jesus looked up and saw a 

great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, 

“Where shall we buy bread for these people to 

eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he 

already had in mind what he was going to do. 

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than 

half a year’s wages  to buy enough bread for each 

one to have a bite!” 8 Another of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here 

is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small 

fish, but how far will they go among so many?”



What did Jesus say to Philip and why? 

What was Philip's answer?

This was worth about 17¢ or one day's wage at that time. Two hundred 

denarii, then, would be the wages for more than six months.  

What did Andrew tell Jesus? 

What did Jesus command the disciples? 

What did Jesus do before He gave the food to the disciples to 

distribute to the people? 

How many baskets of fragments did the disciples gather when the 

people were filled? 

How many people were there? 

Matthew 14:21 - “21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand 

men, besides women and children.”



Feeding the Four-Thousand

In this story Jesus and his disciples had gone to the area known 

as Decapolis which is east of the Sea of Galilee (Mark 7:31). 

The region was called Decapolis (Gr. deka–ten, polis–city) as ten 

cities of the area had formed an alliance to guard their frontier 

that was exposed to open and unprotected desert area. 

The region was part of the tetrarchy ruled by Herod Antipas 

although most of the people were Gentiles.



While Jesus was in Decapolis, the multitudes 

brought many lame, blind, mute (dumb), and 

others to him to heal (Matt. 15:30; Mark 

7:32-35). 

Jesus had compassion on the multitude, for He 

feared if He sent them away with nothing to 

eat, they would faint along the way.



Matthew 15:32-38 - “32 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 

“I have compassion for these people; they have already been 

with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to 

send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way.” 33 His 

disciples answered, “Where could we get enough bread in this 

remote place to feed such a crowd?” 34 “How many loaves do 

you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied, “and a few small 

fish.” 35 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. 36 Then 

he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and 

they in turn to the people. 37 They all ate and were satisfied. 

Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken 

pieces that were left over. 38 The number of those who ate was 

four thousand men, besides women and children.



How long had the people been with Jesus? Why 

did He not want to send them away? 

What did the disciples say to Jesus? 

How much food was available? 

After He commanded the people to sit on the 

ground, what did Jesus do? 

What was gathered after the people were 

filled? 

How many people ate?



                                                 5000                     4000 

Place                                            desert.               Decapolis

Number of days with Jesus          1                               3

Number of Loaves                        5                              7

Number of Fish                             2                            few

Baskets Left Over                         12                             7



There is no way to explain these two miracles other 

than they were a demonstration of the compassion 

and Divine nature of Jesus.

What effect did feeding the 5000 have on the 

people who witnessed the miracle? 

John 6:14-15 - “14 After the people saw the sign Jesus 

performed, they began to say, “Surely this is the 

Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, 

knowing that they intended to come and make him 

king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by 

himself.”



Why were these stories about Jesus written? 

John 20:30-31 - “30 Jesus performed many other 

signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you 

may believe.  that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name.

NEXT WEEK 

The Tribute Money, Temple Tax:  Matt 17:24-27  

The Withered Fig Tree: Matt. 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-26 

The (Second) Draught of Fishes: John 21:1-14 


