
The Miracles of Jesus

The Tribute Money,Temple Tax and 

The Withered Fig Tree



The Tribute Money, Temple Tax

When the Law of Moses was delivered to the children of Israel at 

Mt. Sinai and the people were numbered, every male twenty years 

old and upward was required to give a half-shekel offering to the 

Lord. This money was used for the service of the tabernacle (Ex. 

30:11-16)

At first it does not appear that this was an annual payment, but 

by New Testament times a yearly tax for support of the temple 

was indeed the custom. Nevertheless, there was disagreement 

among the Jews whether this tax was voluntary or compulsory, 

and certainly there was no means to enforce payment. 



The half-shekel (Gr. didrachma, two-drachma) was a 

Jewish coin worth about thirty cents, approximately the 

amount of wages for two days at that time. This temple 

tax was strictly a Jewish concern and should not be 

confused with the taxes required by the Romans for the 

support of the Roman Empire.

The setting for this miracle is Capernaum, and Peter is 

asked by those who gathered the temple tax if Jesus had 

paid the half-shekel. Peter quickly answered, "Yes." Jesus 

then used the occasion to teach Peter a lesson regarding 

the relationship of Jesus Christ the Son to God the 

Father.



Matthew 17:24-27 - “24 After Jesus and his disciples arrived in 

Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma temple tax 

came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the 

temple tax?” 25 “Yes, he does,” he replied. When Peter came 

into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you 

think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the 

earth collect duty and taxes from their own children or 

from others?” 26 “From others,” Peter answered. “Then the 

children are exempt,” Jesus said to him. 27 “But so that we 

may not cause offense, go to the lake and throw out your 

line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you 

will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for 

my tax and yours.”



When Peter was asked if Jesus had paid the half-shekel tax, what 

was his response? 

When Peter came into the house and before he could speak, Jesus 

asked him three questions. The first asked for Peter's opinion. 

What were the other two questions? 

from whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes? 

from their own children or from others? 

What was Peter's answer? 

What was Jesus' response? 

Since the sons of kings are not required to pay tribute or tax, then Jesus 

is free from the payment of the tax for the service of God, for He is the 

Son of God.



What did Jesus tell Peter to do? 

Jesus instructed Peter to pay the tax, for He 

did not want the people, who did not yet 

understand that He was the Son of God, to 

think that He and his disciples despised the 

temple and its service. 

The coin Peter would find in the mouth of 

the fish, the shekel (Gr. stater, equal to four 

drachmas), would be enough to pay the tax 

for both Jesus and Peter.



Jesus demonstrated his authority over nature in 

this miracle by producing the proper coin in the 

fish–the first fish out of the entire sea that Peter 

would hook. 

He proved to Peter He was the Son of the great 

King. This incident also teaches us that Jesus 

complied with the Law of Moses and paid the 

required taxes. 

It is our responsibility, also, to support the 

church and our government.



2 Corinthians 9:7 - “7 Each of you should give what you 

have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

How are we to contribute to the Lord's work? 

Romans 13:1,7 - “Let everyone be subject to the governing 

authorities, for there is no authority except that which 

God has established. The authorities that exist have been 

established by God. 7 Give to everyone what you owe 

them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 

revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

What is our responsibility to our government?



The Withered Fig Tree

Fig trees are cultivated all over the land of Palestine and 

especially in the mountain areas. The trees grow 

generally 10 to 15 feet high, and their thick foliage 

provides dense shade in the summer. 

In warm climates such as Israel, the fig tree produces 

two crops each year, an early one which is ripe about 

June, and a later, more important one which is ripe 

about August.



By December the leaves of the fig tree have shed and 

the trees are bare until the end of March when the leaf 

buds begin to appear. At the same time, tiny figs begin 

to grow. When they reach the size of a cherry, most of 

them fall to the ground. 

These "unripe" and "immature figs" are called taksh 

and may be and are eaten as they fall. Some of these 

immature figs remain on the tree, ripen to perfection 

about June, and are then known as "early figs" or "first-

ripe" (Isa. 28:4; Jer. 24:2; Hos. 9:10). The first-ripe figs 

are greatly desired for their delicate flavor (Mic. 7:1).



This story took place during the Passover season which 

corresponds to our March/April. Every fig tree that produced 

fruit would have some taksh or immature figs upon it by then. 

The fig tree in the story already had its leaves-a sure sign the tree 

had immature figs since the taksh develops ahead of the leaves.

This was the final week Jesus was on earth. On the first day of 

the week, Jesus had ridden to Jerusalem on a donkey in a 

triumphal procession. Many of the people came from the city to 

meet him, while others from the countryside followed, shouting 

their praises and declaring him as their king. The next day when 

He journeyed again to the city, He hungered (Matt. 21:18; Mark 

11:12). Seeing a fig tree, He came to it but found no fruit, only 

leaves. 



Mark 11:12-26 - “12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, 

Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he 

went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he 

found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for 

figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from 

you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 15 On reaching 

Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving 

out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned 

the tables of the money changers and the benches of those 

selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry 

merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught 

them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a 

house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of 

robbers. 



 18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began 

looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole 

crowd was amazed at his teaching. 19 When evening came, Jesus and 

his disciples   went out of the city. 20 In the morning, as they went 

along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter 

remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed 

has withered!” 22“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly  I tell 

you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ 

and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will 

happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you 

ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 

yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against 

anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you 

your sins.” (Mat 6:15) - “15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, 

your Father will not forgive your sins.



Describe the fig tree that Jesus saw 

The expression "for the time of figs was not yet," or "it 

was not the season of figs," meant it was not the season 

(June) for gathering the "early" or "first-ripe" figs. Since it 

was springtime, and the tree had leaves, the immature 

figs or taksh should have been present.

What did Jesus say to the fig tree? Did his disciples hear 

what He said? 

How did the fig tree appear on the following morning 

(the third day of the final week)? 

When Peter called attention to the withered tree, what 

did Jesus say? 



The disciples would need great faith to preach 

the gospel after Jesus left them and returned to 

heaven. They could not _______________ in their 

heart, but must _______________. 

Doubt ; believe that what they say will happen, 

it will be done for them

In order for the disciples to have the kind of 

faith they would need, it was nec- essary for 

them to do what? 

What else must they do when they prayed?



In this story of the withered fig tree, Jesus performed a miracle of judgment. 

Jesus saw a tree with leaves–an indication the tree was healthy and 

producing fruit. But the tree was barren–it bore no fruit; therefore, the tree 

was worthless. Jesus cursed the tree and it withered away from the roots.

This fig tree was deceptive in its appearance, and its signs were false. In the 

same manner, the hypocrite appears to worship God and pretends to serve 

him, but the heart of the hypocrite is barren and produces no fruits of 

righteousness.

Jesus taught his disciples a lesson on faith. The disciples were soon to be 

faced with the task of preaching the gospel to the whole world which would 

seem as difficult as removing mountains. The idolatry and immorality of the 

heathen world and the prejudices of the Jews would be immense obstacles 

to overcome. Jesus assured the disciples that if they asked without doubting, 

if they had a forgiving spirit, they would receive the faith they needed to 

sustain them in their mission. 



What is some other symbolisms or 

explanations for this story? 

NEXT WEEK 

The (Second) Draught of Fishes : John 21:1-14

The Nobleman’s Son : John 4:46-54


