
The Miracles of Jesus

The (Second) Draught of Fishes, The Nobleman’s Son



The Second Draught of Fishes

This story occurs after Jesus' resurrection. Jesus rose from the grave early on the 

first day of the week and appeared first to Mary Magdalene at his tomb (Mark 

16:9; John 20:1-18). 

That same day He appeared to some women (Matt. 28:1-10), to Peter (Luke 24:34), 

to two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), and in the evening to the 

disciples gathered in a room in Jerusalem, Thomas being absent (John 20:19-25). 

One week later, also the first day of the week, He again appeared to the disciples; 

this time Thomas was present (John 20:26-29). 

Sometime after this, the disciples returned to Galilee. It was there by the Sea of 

Galilee that Jesus made his seventh appearance after his resurrection, showing 

(manifesting) himself to seven of his disciples.



John 21:1-14 - “Afterward Jesus appeared again to his 

disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.  It happened this way: 2 Simon 

Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus[b]), Nathanael from 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 

disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter 

told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went 

out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 

nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, 

but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called 

out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they 

answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the 

boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were 

unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26901b


7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 

As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped 

his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped 

into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing 

the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a 

hundred yards.   9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals 

there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring 

some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed 

back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large 

fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 

them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask 

him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took 

the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 

14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after 

he was raised from the dead.



Jesus showed himself at what place? Which disciples 

were there? 

What were the disciples doing? Were they successful? 

Who stood on the shore in the morning? Did the 

disciples know who it was? 

What question did Jesus ask? 

When the disciples answered no, what did Jesus tell the 

men to do? What was the result? 

When the disciple whom Jesus loved told Peter it was 

the Lord, what did Peter do? 

Describe what the other disciples were doing.



What did they see when they got to the land? 

When Jesus told the disciples to bring the fish 

to the land, how many fish were in the net? 

What was unusual about the net? 

What did Jesus tell the disciples to do? Did 

they recognize him yet? 

This was the _______________ time Jesus made 

an appearance to a group of his disciples. 

“Third”



Earlier Jesus had told his disciples they would become what? 

Mark 1:17 - “17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 

to fish for people.”

Now Jesus would soon be returning to heaven, and the task of preaching 

the gospel (fishing for men) would be left to the disciples. In order to be 

successful in their mission of saving sinners (catching men), it was 

necessary for them to remember,

John 15:5 - 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 

me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 

nothing.”

Where would the disciples receive their strength for this mission? 

Phillipians 4:13 - “13 I can do all this through him who gives me 

strength.”



Why did John use the number 153 for the amount of fish caught? 

When adding the numbers in sequential order ex. (1+2+3…+17=153) 

17 being the number representing 10 commandments and 7 fruits 

of the spirit. All of these needed to become "fishers of men”

153,000 is the number of constructors for the first temple when 

Solomon was king and that number was came to known as a “very 

large unknown number”.

Based of historical data there was only 153 species of fish known 

at that time and it was to represent all of the different type of 

persons they would need to bring the Gospel to.

The real answer was John wanted to be exact and make 

sure people knew the miracles were true and give readers 

153 more reasons to believe in Jesus



The Nobleman’s Son

After Jesus attended the marriage celebration in Cana of Galilee and turned 

the water into wine, He went to Capernaum for a short time and then to 

Jerusalem for the Passover Feast (John 2:12-25). 

When He traveled back to Galilee, He passed through Samaria where He 

encountered the woman at the well (John 4:1-42). 

He then continued on his journey and arrived again at Cana where a 

nobleman came to him asking that He heal his son. The man was called a 

nobleman which means "royal, belonging to a king" or "little king." He may 

have been a relative of Herod Antipas, who ruled Galilee at that time, or an 

officer in the court–what his position was is unknown, but he had come 

from Capernaum, a day's journey, in order to seek Jesus' aid.



John 4:46-54 - “46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had 

turned the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official 

whose son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus 

had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to 

come and heal his son, who was close to death. 48 “Unless you people 

see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” 49 The 

royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 “Go,” Jesus 

replied, “your son will live.” The man took Jesus at his word and 

departed. 51 While he was still on the way, his servants met him with 

the news that his boy was living. 52 When he inquired as to the time 

when his son got better, they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the 

afternoon, the fever left him.” 53 Then the father realized that this was 

the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So 

he and his whole household believed. 54 This was the second sign Jesus 

performed after coming from Judea to Galilee.”



Why did the nobleman come to Jesus? 

How sick was his son? 

What did Jesus tell the nobleman? 

What did the nobleman ask again? 

What was Jesus' answer? What did the nobleman do? 

As he was returning home, who met him and what was their 

message? 

What did the nobleman ask his servants, and what was their 

answer? 

What did the nobleman then know? 

What effect did this miracle have?



Notice the progression and growth of the nobleman's faith:

First, he required Jesus' presence.

Second, he believed the power of Jesus' word.

Third, then he and his whole household believed. v.53

Can human faith relieve or heal suffering and affliction? 

The nobleman must have had a bud of faith, for his urgent need 

moved him to seek Christ. At least a glimmer of faith was 

necessary to believe that, if he could only convince Jesus the 

Healer to go to his dying child, his son would be healed. This first 

example of Jesus' healing miracles is important, as it emphasizes 

the link between miracles and faith. Those who desire to be 

healed or to have a loved one healed must exhibit faith



Is God limited to how and where He can heal? 

The distance between Capernaum and Cana is over twenty miles, yet by 

the exercise of His will, Jesus healed the dying boy by His word alone. 

The nobleman may have expected his son to recover gradually and 

progressively, but the cure was immediate and complete. The Gospels 

show that Jesus had no set formula for performing His miracles except to 

glorify the Father by them, yet His miracles were not done haphazardly. 

He sometimes commanded the sick to be brought to Him, but at other 

times, He healed without seeing them.

What affect may our faith have on others? 

The conviction of the father and the startling result of Jesus' miracle 

helped to begin the process of conversion of the nobleman's entire 

household. Convinced that Jesus was the Christ by personally witnessing 

this healing, they had the opportunity to grow in their belief to full faith 

if they continued to seek and believe Him.



NEXT WEEK 

The Man with the Unclean Spirit:         

Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37

Simon’s Mother-in-Law: Matt. 8:14-17; 

Mark 1:29-34; Luke 4:38-41

The Leper: Matt. 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 

5:12-16


