
The Miracles of Jesus

Unclean Spirit, Simon’s Mother-in-Law, and The Leper



The Man with Unclean Spirit

The scene of this miracle is the synagogue in 

Capernaum. When Jesus began his earthly ministry, He 

left Nazareth and dwelt in Capernaum which is by the 

Sea of Galilee in the borders of Zebulun and Naphtali 

(Matt. 4:13). 

This was a fulfillment of the prophecy which states that 

the land of Zebulun and Naphtali by the way of the sea 

would be made glorious in the latter time (Isa. 9:1-2).



Jesus upon this occasion was teaching in the synagogue on a 

Sabbath day and healed a man possessed by a demon. Many of 

the miracles Jesus performed involved demons, also called 

unclean (wicked) spirits, evil spirits, devils. Whatever these 

demons were, they were intelligent beings and not to be 

confused with diseases of the body. Jesus talked to them as 

persons and they answered; they had knowledge of Jesus as the 

Son of God; they exhibited desires, personalities, and passions; 

and Jesus recognized them as distinct from disease and illness. 

The fact that they were prevalent in New Testament times was 

probably because there was a great upheaval in the spiritual 

world with the appearance of the Son of God upon the earth. 



Mark 1:21-28 - “21 They went to Capernaum, and when the 

Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to 

teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he 

taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of 

the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was 

possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said 

Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook 

the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 27 The 

people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is 

this? A new teaching and with authority! He even gives orders 

to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread 

quickly over the whole region of Galilee.”



Why were the people astonished at Jesus' teaching? 

What did the man with the unclean spirit say to Jesus? 

Jesus rebuked him, saying what? 

Describe what occurred when the unclean spirit came 

out of the man. 

Luke 4:35 - “35 “Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of 

him!” Then the demon threw the man down before them all 

and came out without injuring him.”

The people were amazed that even the unclean spirits 

obeyed Jesus. The news was carried where?



The unclean spirit acknowledged Jesus as the Christ. 

In order for the people to believe that Jesus was the Son of 

God, it was necessary that testimony come from God, not 

from lying demons. 

By casting the demon out of the man, Jesus demonstrated 

He had authority and power over the unclean spirits who 

were a part of the spiritual world.

hypakouousin #5219 - v.27 - “He even gives orders to impure 

spirits and they obey him.” 

This is the same word used in the calming of the storm. This 

shows Jesus’ authority over nature and the spirit world.



Simon’s Mother-in-Law

According to Mark and Luke, after Jesus left the 

synagogue, He entered the house of Simon and Andrew 

(Mark 1:29; Luke 4:38). Simon Peter's wife's mother lay 

sick with a fever in the house.



Mark 1:29-34 - “29 As soon as they left the synagogue, 

they went with James and John to the home of Simon 

and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with 

a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 

31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. 

The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 

32 That evening after sunset the people brought to 

Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole 

town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many 

who had various diseases. He also drove out many 

demons, but he would not let the demons speak 

because they knew who he was.



What other two disciples were present? 

What did Jesus do? What was the result? 

What did Peter's mother-in-law do? 

After sunset (after the Sabbath was over), what 

occurred? 

Why did Jesus forbid the demons to speak? 

The healing of Peter's mother-in-law demonstrated the 

immediate results of Jesus' power, "...immediately she 

arose and ministered unto them" (Luke 4:39). Later in the 

evening Jesus again rebuked and silenced the demons.



We don’t know whether Jesus knew about Simon’s 

mother-in-law being sick before they told him. But we 

do know this: as soon as they told Jesus about her, he 

went to her and healed her.

That sounds like a good case for telling Jesus about 

things. Yes, there is no question that Jesus already 

knows what our needs are, but he wants us to learn to 

ask him to help us with them. The same goes for the 

needs of others. Jesus already knows what their needs 

are. But he wants us, his people who have his Spirit in 

us, to ask him to help. Simon’s mother didn’t ask Jesus 

to come to her; others did.



Why should we go through the traumas and 

crises of life alone? In the Psalms, God gives us 

examples of his people taking personal fears and 

concerns to him. When we lay out our problems 

before God, we know we have been listened to, 

and we know we are in the hands of someone 

who will do for us what is right and good.

Psalm 23:4 - “Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 

me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me”



The Leper

When Jesus was in one of the cities, a leper came to him, and falling 

upon his knees, he begged Jesus to heal him. Leprosy was a dreaded 

disease in Biblical times, not only because of the horribleness of the 

disease itself, but also because of the isolation from society for those 

who contracted the disease.

Leviticus 13:45-46 - “And the leper in whom the plague is,  

his clothes shall be rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a 

covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.  

All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he 

is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation 

be.”



Leprosy is an infectious disease that attacks the skin 

and nerves. It causes ulcers and white scaly scabs on 

the skin and destruction of the nerve endings, resulting 

in ugly deformities and gradual decaying of body parts. 

There was no cure for the disease in Jesus' time, and to 

prevent spread of the disease, the Law of Moses 

required a leper to live apart from other people. 

The leper was not allowed to enter any walled city; he 

had to wear torn clothes and a covering on his upper 

lip; as he went about, he had to cry "unclean, unclean" 

so that others would keep their distance.



Mark 1:40-45 - “40 A man with leprosy   came to him and 

begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make 

me clean.” 41 Jesus was indignant.    He reached out his hand 

and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 

42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed 

43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See 

that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to 

the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded 

for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he 

went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a 

result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed 

outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him 

from everywhere.”



What did the leper ask Jesus? 

Describe what Jesus said and did and the results. 

What were Jesus' instructions to the man? 

What did the man do? 

The man was not legally cleansed and able to return to 

society until the priest examined him. The Law of 

Moses provided for a ceremonial ritual to be performed 

by the priest for one who was cured of leprosy.

Luke 5:16 - “16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 

prayed.”



Touching a leper was prohibited for it caused 

defilement (uncleanness) in the one who did the 

touching. However, Jesus in his compassion touched 

the man and healed him, remaining undefiled. If we 

allow Jesus to touch our lives, we, too, can be 

cleansed by his righteousness.

NEXT WEEK 

The Paralytic - Matt. 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 

5:17-26  

The Impotent Man - John 5:1-18


