
Miracles of Jesus

The Paralytic and the Impotent Man



The Paralytic

Jesus was back in Capernaum for this miracle. He was in "the house" (Mark 2:1), and soon a 

crowd gathered, so large that there was not any room at the door.

The houses at that time in Palestine consisted of one or two stories and were generally 

square or rectangular. 

The smaller houses of the poor might have one or two rooms, and the people and animals 

shared the space. 

In the larger houses, a door opened from the street into an area called a porch, and the porch 

then opened into a courtyard. Surrounding the court was a covered walkway or gallery with 

doors open- ing into the other rooms. A stairway led from the courtyard or porch to the roof. 

Roofs were generally flat and were used for storage, drying flax, solitude and prayer, and for a 

sitting area in the evening to enjoy cool breezes. Sometimes the guest chamber was on the 

roof, and often an outside stairway allowed the guest to come and go without disturbing the 

family.
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Upon this occasion, a man sick of palsy (paralysis) was 

carried on his bed by four men to Jesus (Mark 2:3).

 They were unable to enter the house due to the crowd. 

Therefore, they carried the paralyzed man to the roof, 

uncovered the roof, and let the man's bed down into the 

presence of Jesus. 

Uncovering the roof was not a problem as the roofs were 

made from light beams laid across the walls with the spaces 

between the beams filled with closely packed branches, 

rushes, reeds, and earth. These spaces between the beams 

could readily be uncovered, cause little damage, and easily 

be repaired.



Luke 5:17-26 - “17 One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees 

and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had come 

from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. 

And the power of the Lord was with Jesus to heal the sick. 

18 Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and 

tried to take him into the house to lay him before Jesus. 

19 When they could not find a way to do this because of the 

crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat 

through the tiles into the middle of the crowd, right in front 

of Jesus. 20 When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your 

sins are forgiven.” 21 The Pharisees and the teachers of the 

law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who 

speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”



 22 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, 

“Why are you thinking these things in your hearts? 

23 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 

say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24 But I want you to know that 

the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, get 

up, take your mat and go home.” 25 Immediately he 

stood up in front of them, took what he had been 

lying on and went home praising God. 26 Everyone was 

amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with 

awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.”



Who was present that day as Jesus was teaching? 

Who was brought to Jesus? 

How was the man able to get into Jesus' presence? 

What did Jesus tell the man when He saw the 

faith of the men? 

Of what did the scribes and Pharisees accuse 

Jesus? 

When Jesus perceived their thoughts, what did 

He tell them?



In order that those present would know that He had power to 

forgive sins, what did Jesus say to the paralyzed man? 

What did the man do? 

What was the reaction of the people? 

The Jews believed that disease and illness were caused by sin (John 9:2 - 

“2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 

that he was born blind?”)

To the Pharisees, it appeared that Jesus blasphemed God when He told 

the paralyzed man his sins were forgiven, for only God can forgive sins. 

Notice Jesus' reply. His words were not, Which is easier, to forgive sins 

or to heal a sick man? Rather, his words were, "Whether (which) is 

easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and 

walk?" (Luke 5:23) Which is easier to say?



To prove to the people present that as the Son of God 

He had the power and authority to forgive sins, Jesus 

then healed the man. 

The people could not see that the man's sins were 

forgiven, but they could see that he was healed and able 

to walk again. 

Only one who had the power of God could forgive sins 

and say with authority, "Rise up and walk." 

Which was more important and a greater blessing 

to the paralyzed man–walking again or having his 

sins forgiven?



The Impotent Man

This miracle took place in Jerusalem where Jesus had 

gone for a feast. John does not tell what feast it was, but 

most likely it was the Passover. 

Jesus went to the pool of Bethesda one Sabbath day and 

there found a man lying on his bed who had been ill for 

many years and was helpless.



This is the only time the pool of Bethesda is mentioned in the Bible. 

Although its exact location is uncertain, north of the temple area a 

double pool has been excavated with ruins of columns, indicating 

that fine galleries surrounded the pools. 

John describes the pool as having five porches –that is, colonnades, 

with five arches above them to give shelter. In these porches lay 

many sick people. 

The belief was that the waters of the pool had special healing 

powers. Occasionally the pool bubbled up, and the people thought 

the stirring of the water was caused by an angel. 

The first person to step into the pool after the waters were troubled 

would be healed of whatever disease he had.



John 5:1-18 - “5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of 

the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a 

pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda  and which is surrounded 

by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people 

used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 5 One who was there 

had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying 

there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, 

he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I 

have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. 

While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At 

once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day 

on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders 

said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law 

forbids you to carry your mat.”



 11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick 

up your mat and walk.’” 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow 

who told you to pick it up and walk?” 13 The man who was healed 

had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the 

crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and 

said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something 

worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the 

Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 So, 

because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish 

leaders began to persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to 

them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too 

am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; 

not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling 

God his own Father, making himself equal with God.”



Describe the sick at the pool of Bethesda. 

How long had one man been ill? 

Some manuscripts include here, wholly or in part, paralyzed—and they 

waited for the moving of the waters. 

John 5:4 “4 From time to time an angel of the Lord would come down 

and stir up the waters. The first one into the pool after each such 

disturbance would be cured of whatever disease they had.”

What did Jesus ask the man? 

What was the man's answer? 

What did Jesus tell the man and what was the result? 

When some Jews told the man it was not lawful to carry his bed on 

the Sabbath, what was the man's answer? 

What then did the Jews ask? Could the man identify Jesus?



What did Jesus tell the man when He found him in 

the temple later? 

The man then told the Jews it was Jesus who had 

healed him. Why did the Jews then persecute Jesus? 

When Jesus told them, "My Father" works, and I 

work, the Jews sought to kill him. What two 

reasons caused this reaction in the Jews? 

Notice the hostility of the Jews when they saw the 

man carrying his bed. 

They did not ask who had healed him. Instead they 

asked what?



The Jews accused Jesus of breaking the Sabbath by healing the 

man and telling him to carry his bed. 

When God delivered the law to Moses and the children of 

Israel at Mt. Sinai, He commanded that they "Remember the 

sabbath day, to keep it holy" (Ex. 20:8). The seventh day was 

set aside as a day of rest for the Israelites, and no work was to 

be done by man or beast. The day was meant to be a blessing 

and promote happiness, not to be a burden and create misery. 

Jesus said, "The sabbath was made for man, and not man for 

the sabbath" (Mark 2:27). In this story Jesus angered the Jews 

even more by calling God his Father, thus making himself equal 

with God. The Jewish rulers then began to plot to kill him.



Upon another occasion Jesus rebuked the Jewish rulers who 

accused him of violating the Sabbath. What did the Jews 

fail to recognize in that incident as well as this one? 

Matthew 12:7-8 - “7 If you had known what these words 

mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have 

condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord of 

the Sabbath.”

The healing of the man on the Sabbath day was an act of 

mercy, not of work. As Lord of the Sabbath, Jesus has the 

authority to determine and judge when violations of the 

Sabbath law occurs.


